
The	Right	Honourable	Justin	Trudeau																																																																								September	19	2017	
Prime	Minister	of	Canada	
	
Dear	Prime	Minister	Trudeau:	
	
Canada	is	at	the	dawn	of	a	new	era:	the	Age	of	Nuclear	Waste.		Yet	this	country	has	no	official	
policy	regarding	the	long-term	management	of	any	radioactive	wastes	other	than	irradiated	
nuclear	fuel.		A	federal	policy	on	radioactive	wastes	other	than	irradiated	fuel	is	urgently	needed.		
	
The	absence	of	such	a	policy	in	effect	gives	a	green	light	for	the	approval	of	three	ill-considered	
projects	to	abandon	long-lived	radioactive	wastes	at	sites	very	close	to	major	bodies	of	water	–	
wastes	that	will	remain	hazardous	for	hundreds	of	thousands	of	years.	One	is	a	gigantic	multi-
story	mound,	on	the	surface	at	Chalk	River,	one	kilometre	from	the	Ottawa	River,	meant	to	
permanently	house	up	to	a	million	cubic	metres	of	mixed	radioactive	wastes.	The	other	two	
projects	involve	the	in-situ	abandonment	of	the	long-lived	radioactive	remains	from	two	defunct	
nuclear	reactors	–	the	NPD	reactor	at	Rolphton	on	the	Ottawa	River,	and	the	WR-1	reactor	at	
Pinawa	on	the	Winnipeg	River.	These	projects	pose	a	threat	to	future	generations,	and	they	set	a	
dreadful	example	for	other	countries	looking	to	Canada	for	socially	and	environmentally	
acceptable	policies	and	practices.	
	
All	three	projects	involve	radioactive	wastes	that	are	the	sole	responsibility	of	the	government	of	
Canada;	yet	in	each	case,	the	projects	have	been	conceived	by	a	private	consortium	of	
multinational	corporations	hired	by	the	previous	federal	government	under	a	time-limited	
contract.	The	previous	government	also	ensured	that	the	approvals	process	for	all	three	projects	
is	entirely	in	the	hands	of	the	Canadian	Nuclear	Safety	Commission	(CNSC),	a	body	whose	
independence	has	been	challenged	from	many	quarters.	The	Commission	has	never	refused	to	
grant	a	licence	for	any	major	nuclear	facility.	
	
We	urge	you,	Mr.	Prime	Minister,	to	suspend	the	environmental	assessments	of	these	three	
projects	and	to	initiate	the	development	of	a	federal	government	policy	on	the	long-term	
management	of	radioactive	wastes	other	than	irradiated	nuclear	fuel.		We	suggest	that	such	a	
policy	be	developed	through	a	series	of	hearings	with	First	Nations	and	other	Canadians,	like	
those	that	led	up	to	the	Nuclear	Fuel	Waste	Act.		The	attached	resolution	(Annex	1)	lays	out	a	
course	of	action.	Earlier	this	year,	the	Anishinabek	Nation	and	the	Iroquois	Caucus	issued	a	Joint	
Declaration	on	Radioactive	Waste	based	on	five	principles	(Annex	2).	We	recommend	that	the	
government	consider	these	principles	in	any	policy	that	it	may	adopt.		
	
Yours	very	truly,	

	
Gordon	Edwards,	Ph.D.,	ccnr@web.ca	,	(514)	489	5118	
President,	Canadian	Coalition	for	Nuclear	Responsibility,	
Scientific	Advisor,	Physicians	for	Social	Responsibility.	
	

in	solidarity	with	others	signing	this	letter:	see	list	on	page	2		
	

c.c.	:	see	list	on	page	3	
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list	of	signers	of	the	letter	to	Prime	Minister	Trudeau	re	radioactive	waste	policy	

Grand	Chief	Patrick	Madahbee	for	the	Anishinabek	Nation,	c/o	Nipissing	FN	ON 
Grand	Chief	Joe	Norton	for	the	Iroquois	Caucus,	c/o	Kahnawake	FN	QC	
Candace	Neveau	for	the	Bawating	Water	Protectors,	Sault	Ste.	Marie	ON	
Johanna	Echlin	for	the	Old	Fort	William	Cottagers’	Association,	Sheenboro	QC	
Ole	Hendrickson,	PhD,	for	Concerned	Citizens	of	Renfrew	County	and	Area,	Ottawa	ON	
Theresa	McClenaghan,	Executive	Director,	for	Canadian	Environmental	Law	Association,	Toronto	ON	
Edeltraud	Neal,	President,	for	the	Provincial	Council	of	Women	of	Ontario,	Ottawa	ON	
Sandra	Cohen	Rose,	President,	for	the	National	Council	of	Women	of	Canada,	Montreal	QC	
Beatrice	Olivastri,	CEO,	for	Friends	of	the	Earth,	Ottawa	ON	
Meredith	Brown	for	Ottawa	Riverkeeper,	Ottawa	ON	
Brennain	Lloyd,	for	Northwatch,	North	Bay	ON	
Kirk	Groover	for	the	Petawawa	Point	Cottagers	Association,	Petawawa	ON	
Marilee	DeLombard	for	Pontiac	Environment	Protection,	Shawville	QC	
Robb	Barnes,	Acting	Executive	Director,	for	Ecology	Ottawa,	Ottawa	ON	
Paul	Johanis,	for	Greenspace	Alliance	of	Canada’s	Capital,	Ottawa	ON	
Ginette	Charbonneau,	Physicist,	for	Le	Ralliement	contre	la	pollution	radioactive,	Oka	QC	
Gilles	Provost,	Scientific	Journalist,	Montreal	QC	
Pierre	Jasmin	for	Les	Artistes	pour	la	Paix,	Montreal	QC	
Michel	Bélanger,	President,	for	Nature	Québec,	Quebec	QC	
Eric	Notebaert	MD	for	Canadian	Association	of	Physicians	for	the	Environment,	Montreal	QC	
Vinay	Jindal,	MD,	President,	for	Physicians	for	Global	Survival,	Toronto	ON	
François	Lapierre	for	L’Association	de	Protection	de	l’Environnement	des	Hautes-Laurentides,	
Mont-Laurier	QC	
Martine	Ouellet,	Member	of	Quebec’s	National	Assembly	and	Leader	of	the	Bloc	Québécois	
Gaétan	Ruest,	Engineer,	Mayor,	Ville	d’Amqui,	Amqui	QC	
Martine	Chatelain,	for	Coalition	Eau	Secours!,	Montréal,	Qué.	
David	Taylor	for	the	Concerned	Citizens	Committee	of	Manitoba,	Winnipeg	MB	
Peter	Denton	for	the	Green	Action	Centre,	Winnipeg	MB	
Siegfried	(Ziggy)	Kleinau	for	the	Bruce	Peninsula	Environment	Group,	Bruce	County	ON	
Janet	McNeill,	Coordinator,	for	Durham	Nuclear	Awareness,	Whitby	ON	
Chandler	Davis,	PhD,	for	Science	for	Peace,	Toronto	ON	
Angela	Bischoff	for	the	Ontario	Clean	Air	Alliance,	Toronto	ON	
Faye	More,	Chair,	for	the	Port	Hope	Community	Health	Concerns	Committee,	Port	Hope	ON	
Marc	Fafard	for	Sept-Iles	Sans	Uranium,	Sept-Iles	QC	
Claude	Lussier	for	Minganie	sans	Uranium,	Longue-Pointe-de-Mingan	QC	
Samuel	Arnold	for	Sustainable	Energy	Group,	Woodstock	NB	
Georges	Hébert,	President,	for	STOP,	Montreal	QC	
Gordon	Edwards,	PhD,	President,	for	Canadian	Coalition	for	Nuclear	Responsibility,	Montreal	QC	
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a	courtesy	copy	(c.c.)	has	been	sent	to	each	of	the	following	:	

	

Federal	Government	
Hon.	Catherine	McKenna,	Minister	of	Environment	and	Climate	Change	

ec.ministre-minister.ec@canada.ca  catherine.mckenna@parl.gc.ca  catherine.mckenna@canada.ca 	
Hon.	Dominic	LeBlanc,	Minister	of	Fisheries,	Oceans	and	the	Canadian	Coast	Guard	

dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca 
Hon.	Jim	Carr,	Minister	of	Natural	Resources	 	 	 jim.carr@parl.gc.ca 	
Hon	Kirsty	Duncan,	Minister	of	Science	 	 	 	 kirsty.duncan@parl.gc.ca		
Hon.	Marc	Garneau,	Minister	of	Transportation	 	 	 marc.garneau@parl.gc.ca 	
Hon.	Navdeep	Bains,	Minister	of	Innovation,	Science	and	Economic	Development	

navdeep.bains@parl.gc.ca		
Hon.	Ralph	Goodale,	Minister	of	Public	Safety	 	 	 ralph.goodale@parl.gc.ca		
Hon.	Ginette	Petitpas	Taylor,	Minister	of	Health	 	 	 ginette.petitpas@parl.gc.ca		
Hon.	Carolyn	Bennett,	Minister	of	Crown-Indigenous	Relations	and	Northern	Affairs	

carolyn.bennett@parl.gc.ca			minister@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca	
Hon.	Jane	Philpott,	Minister	of	Indigenous	Services		 	 jane.philpott@parl.gc.ca		
Hon.	Katrina	Gould,	Minister	of	Democratic	Institutions	 	 katrina.gould@parl.gc.ca		
Hon.	Amarjeet	Sohi,	Minister	of	Infrastructure	&	Communities	 amarjeet.sohi@parl.gc.ca		
House	of	Commons	
Andrew	Scheer,	Leader	of	the	Conservative	Party	of	Canada	 andrew.scheer@parl.gc.ca	
Tom	Mulcair,	Interim	Leader	of	the	New	Democratic	Party			 thomas.mulcair@parl.gc.ca 	
Martine	Ouellet,	Leader	of	the	Bloc	Québécois	 	 	 Martine.Ouellet.VACHON@assnat.qc.ca	
Elizabeth	May,	Leader	of	the	Green	Party	of	Canada	 	 elizabeth.may@parl.gc.ca	
Quebec	Government	
Philippe	Couillard,	Premier	of	Quebec		

https://www.premier-ministre.gouv.qc.ca/premier-ministre/joindre-pm/courriel/index.asp 
Gaétan	Barrette,	Minister	of	Health	and	Social	Services	 	 ministre@msss.gouv.qc.ca 	
David	Heurtel,	Minister	of	Environment	and	Sustainable	Development		dheurtel-viau@assnat.qc.ca	
Pierre	Arcand,	Minister	of	Energy	and	Natural	Resources		 	  ministre@mern.gouv.qc.ca 	
Martin	Coiteux,	Minister	of	Public	Safety		 	 	 	 Martin.Coiteux.NELL@assnat.qc.ca	
National	Assembly	
Jean-François	Lisée,	Leader	du	Parti	Québécois				 	 	 Jean-Francois.Lisee.ROSE@assnat.qc.ca		
François	Legault,	Leader	of	the	Coalition	Avenir	Québec		 	 flegault-asso@assnat.qc.ca	
Manon	Massé	and	Gabriel	Nadeau-Dubois,	spokespersons	for	Québec	Solidaire	

Manon.Masse.SMSJ@assnat.qc.ca       Gabriel.Nadeau-Dubois.GOUI@assnat.qc.ca   
Ontario	Government	
Kathleen	O.	Wynne,	Premier	of	Ontario	 	 	 	 	 kwynne.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org		
Eric	Hoskins,	Minister	of	Health	and	Long-Term	Care	 	 	 ehoskins.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org		
Chris	Ballard,	Minister	of	Environment	&	Climate	Change	 	 cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org	
David	Zimmer,	Minister	of	Indigenous	Relations	&	Reconciliation    dzimmer.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Ontario	Legislature	
Patrick	Brown,	Leader	of	the	Ontario	Progressive	Conservative	Party	 patrick.brownco@pc.ola.org	
Andrea	Howarth,	Leader	of	the	Ontario	NDP	 	 	 	 ahorwath-co@ndp.on.ca 
Mayors	
Jim	Watson,	Mayor	of	Ottawa	 	 	 	 	 	 jim.watson@ottawa.ca 	
Maxime	Pedneaud-Jobin,	Mayor	of	Gatineau	 	 	 	 maire@gatineau.ca	
Denis	Coderre,	Mayor	of	Montreal		 	 	 	 	 maire@ville.montreal.qc.ca	
Marc	Demers,	Mayor	of	Laval		 	 	 	 	 	 bdm.laval@laval.ca	
Quebec	Muncipal	Regional	Councils	
Scott	Pearce,	Prefect,	MRC	Argenteuil		 	 	 	 	 info@argenteuil.qc.ca	
Sonia	Paulus,	Prefect,	MRC	Deux-Montagnes		 	 	 	 info@mrc2m.qc.ca	
Paul	Larocque,	Prefect,	MRC	de	Thérèse	de	Blainville		 	 	 reception@mrc-tdb.org	
Others	
Marlo	Raynolds,	Chief	of	Staff,	Environment	and	Climate	Change	Canada	 marlo.raynolds@canada.ca 	
Jesse	McCormick,	Director	of	Policy	&	Indigenous	Relations	,	ECCC	 	 jesse.mccormick@canada.ca 
members	of	the	media	
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ANNEX 1 
	
RESOLUTION:	FOR	A	SOCIALLY	AND	ENVIRONMENTALLY	ACCEPTABLE	POLICY	ON	NUCLEAR	WASTE	
	
WHEREAS	a	consortium	of	five	multinational	corporations	operating	under	a	contract	
negotiated	by	the	previous	federal	government	is	proposing	to	permanently	house	up	to	one	
million	cubic	metres	of	radioactive	wastes	other	than	irradiated	fuel	in	a	giant	multi-story	
landfill	just	one	kilometre	from	the	Ottawa	River,	and	also	to	permanently	entomb	the	long-lived	
radioactive	remains	of	two	nuclear	reactors	right	beside	the	Ottawa	and	Winnipeg	Rivers;	
		
WHEREAS	the	radioactive	wastes	in	question	are	the	exclusive	responsibility	of	the	Government	
of	Canada,	and	much	of	it	will	remain	hazardous	for	hundreds	of	thousands	of	years;	
		
WHEREAS	the	federal	government	has	no	policy	with	clearly	articulated	principles	and	
guidelines	as	to	how	such	radioactive	waste	should	be	managed	over	the	very	long	term;		
		
WHEREAS	the	federal	government	has	not	yet	conducted	meaningful	consultations	with	First	
Nations	or	with	other	members	of	the	Canadian	population	in	order	to	develop	a	socially	and	
environmentally	acceptable	policy	regarding	the	long-term	management	of	radioactive	wastes	
other	than	irradiated	fuel;	
		
WHEREAS	the	power	to	approve	or	not	approve	the	three	projects	mentioned	above	for	the	
permanent	dispositioning	of	radioactive	waste	has	been	vested	by	the	previous	federal	
government	in	the	Canadian	Nuclear	Safety	Commission	(CNSC)	,	an	agency	whose	objectivity	
and	independence	has	been	challenged	from	many	quarters;	
		
THEREFORE	BE	IT	RESOLVED	
		
1.	That	the	government	of	Canada	suspend	the	three	current	environmental	assessments	for	
permanent	disposal	of	radioactive	wastes	beside	the	Ottawa	and	Winnipeg	Rivers;	
	
2.	That	the	Government	of	Canada	initiate	a	broad	consultation	process	with	First	Nations	and	
the	Canadian	population	to	develop	a	socially	and	environmentally	acceptable	policy	that	will	
provide	firm	principles	and	guidelines	governing	the	long-term	management	of	radioactive	
wastes	other	than	irradiated	fuel,	such	a	consultation	process	to	be	overseen	and	administered	
by	the	Department	of	the	Environment	and	Climate	Change;	
		
3.	That,	on	completion	of	the	consultation	process	described	above,	and	the	adoption	of	a	new	
federal	policy,	the	Government	of	Canada	call	for	new	project	proposals	for	the	long-term	
management	of	these	radioactive	wastes	that	are	the	responsibility	of	the	federal	government,	in	
line	with	the	newly	formulated	federal	government	policy	and	under	the	authority	of	the	new	
federal	Environmental	Assessment	process	that	is	currently	being	developed.	
		

4



	

	

ANNEX 2 
	

EXCERPT FROM THE JOINT DECLARATION BY THE ANISHINABEK NATION AND 
THE IROQUOIS CAUCUS ON THE TRANSPORT AND ABANDONMENT  

OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES – MAY 2, 2017 
 
“For the long-term management of radioactive wastes, the five principles that were all 
agreed upon are: 
 
“1. No Abandonment: Radioactive waste materials are damaging to living things. Many of 
these materials remain dangerous for tens of thousands of years or even longer. They 
must be kept out of the food we eat, the water we drink, the air we breathe, and the land 
we live on for many generations to come. The forces of Mother Earth are powerful and 
unpredictable and no human-made structures can be counted on to resist those forces 
forever. Such dangerous materials cannot be abandoned and forgotten. 
 
“2. Monitored and Retrievable Storage: Continuous guardianship of nuclear waste 
material is needed. This means long-term monitoring and retrievable storage. Information 
and resources must be passed on from one generation to the next so that our 
grandchildren’s grandchildren will be able to detect any signs of leakage of radioactive 
waste materials and protect themselves. They need to know how to fix such leaks as soon 
as they happen. 
 
“3. Better Containment, More Packaging: Cost and profit must never be the basis for 
long-term radioactive waste management. Paying a higher price for better containment 
today will help prevent much greater costs in the future when containment fails. Such 
failure will include irreparable environmental damage and radiation-induced diseases. The 
right kinds of packaging should be designed to make it easier to monitor, retrieve, and 
repackage insecure portions of the waste inventory as needed, for centuries to come. 
 
“4. Away from Major Water Bodies: Rivers and lakes are the blood and the lungs of 
Mother Earth. When we contaminate our waterways, we are poisoning life itself. That is 
why radioactive waste must not be stored beside major water bodies for the long-term. Yet 
this is exactly what is being planned at five locations in Canada: Kincardine on Lake 
Huron, Port Hope near Lake Ontario, Pinawa beside the Winnipeg River, and Chalk River 
and Rolphton beside the Ottawa River. 
 
“5. No Imports or Exports: The import and export of nuclear wastes over public roads 
and bridges should be forbidden except in truly exceptional cases after full consultation 
with all whose lands and waters are being put at risk. In particular, the planned shipment of 
highly radioactive liquid from Chalk River to South Carolina should not be allowed because 
it can be down-blended and solidified on site at Chalk River. Transport of nuclear waste 
should be strictly limited and decided on a case-by-case basis with full consultation with all 
those affected.”  
 

[See http://ccnr.org/Joint_Declaration_2017.pdf ]. 

5




